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A For the Western Examiner. 

¥T FALL OF MAN. 

mm} (Continued from page 172.) 

Having, ina previous number, offered some 

remarks upon the theory of man’s degenera- 
cy, or fall, both as to its credibility as a nar- 
ration, and its connection with the Chris- 
tian doctrine of ‘* redemption,” we shall now 
take a cursory view of the whole subject, and 
offer sone additional remarks. 


And in the first place, we might, without 
irrelevancy, stop to inquire what that creative 
something is, to which man is said to be ac- 
countable? This subject, however, has been 
ably and sufficiently treated already in the 
columns of the Examiner, by ** Prometheus.” 
We shall only, therefore, state, that it is im- 
pos ible to conceive how this being or spirit 
could have existed ere the creation of matter, 
surrounded by nonentity,—that we can have 
no idea how matter could be produced from 
nothing, or be resolved into nothing,—how it 
could be formed into worlds and systems of 
worlds by a simple something unconnected 
with it, called spirit, —that as we can form no 
idea of a state of material nonentity, we can 
form none of a creative intelligence, ur a power 
capable of creating out of nothing, and mo 
ving, and fashioning the innumerable bodies of 
matter in the universe: and were we to sup- 
pose a million of suns, with all their revol- 
ving planets, after passing them in review 
before the mind, we would just be where we 
began, holding a position upon the point of an 
endless universe. 

Whatever ideas Christians really entertain 
of a creator, are derived alone from the Bible. 
The God of the Universe, and of the Natural 
Religionist, is, absolutely and truly, the abd- 
sence of anidea. ‘The material God of the 
Bible, is the only one of which Chris‘ians, or 
‘Natural Religionists, have any conception.— 
Let them define their God, and he is nothing, 
after all, but matter, —** a thing like man.”— 
And upon the strength of what authority is 1 
that we areto found the belief of our accoun- 
tability to this supposed being? Why, upon 
the ipse dixit of a book which declares to the 
truth of the most palpable falsehoods,--- 
which bears upon every page the marks of 
ignorance and imposture of the grossest kind, 
and which, were it not for its hallowed antiqui- 
ty, the veriest tyro in criticism would reject, 
as he would the tales of a Munchausen, or a 





Mendez de Pinto. But sufficient to reject 
this authority is it, to turn to the first chapter of 
Genesis—to read there of the creation of mat- 
ter—of the order of time in which the various 
orbs of the universe were called into existence, 
and the disposition of these,—that God creas 
ted the greater light to rule the day, and the 
lesser to rule the night (after having divided 
the light—which existed before its source— 
from the darkness)—all of which goes to show 
most conclusively, that the Bible is not only 
a human production, but a very fallacious 
one—that it is untrue and unworthy of men, 
and of course much more so of a God. 

c 


But theologians have set up the doctrine o 
man’s accountability, and have clothed theit 
Deity with attributes, whether entitled to them 
ornot. This something is represented as pos- 
sessing omnipotence, infinite wisdom, Justice, 
mercy, omnipresence, &c. Granting, for the 
sake of argument, that it (this deity) may 
proper'y lay claim to these attributes, we will 
propose a few questions, which, if unanswera- 
ble, must plainly convince thore who attempt, 
and fail, to meet them, either that the doctrine 
of the fall of man is a fiction, or that God has 
not, since that fall, held man accountable for 
his actions. 

We would then ask whether, if this infinite- 
lv just, wise and powerful God foreknew, 
while yet surrounded by nonentity, that he 
would create man. he also knew that he would 
give to the Devil power to tempt him, and 
that man would yield to the temptation?— 
whether he foreknew that he himself would 
change man’s nature from holy to unholy, so 
that the sins of the parents would be entailed 
upon their children, and yet that he would not 
out off the offending pair, as in his anger he 
had declared, but agree with himself to die 
for them to appease himself?—whether he 
foreknew that notwithstanding this mighty 
sacrifice, nine tenths of the human family 
would rol! in hell for ever and ever, as the 
consequence of the fall and degeneracy of the 
first pair? If he foreknew all this, where is 
his justice or mercy? He eertainly should 
be held responsible for all that foilows his 
creative fiat, f rhad he not willed every legiti- 
mate consequence of it, it could never happen. 
Where can we discover any benevolence in 
his character, if he foreknew all that must fol- 
low the creation of man? With what degree 
of complacency would a benevolent and mer- 
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ciful being look forward to the time when mil- 
lions of his creatures would writhe with the 
torments of eternal perdition, merely as_ the 





‘consequence of the evil nature received by 


them from their creator? Why did not this 
beins change his purpose, and thus prevent 
all the misery that must else be entailed upon 
his creatures? Will it be answered, (as the 
writer was once answered by a divine,) that 
**God is not to be denied the glory that ac- 
crues to him, as the consequence of saving 
the few that aresaved’”?) This answer, which 


supplies the want of mercy in God by the love’ 


of glory! is the only answer that orthodoxy 
ean furnish. 
here applied? Amongst men, it is the pr_ ise 
and good opinion of equals. If man had the 
power to organize matter, so as to make ii 
speak and act at will, would it be gratifying 
to him to receive adulation frem it? Who is 
it that would like to confess that he could be 
thus gratified? It would bespeak a meanness 
of intellect, which even if possessed, the pos- 
sessor would endeavor to conceal. 
it that seeks the praise of inferiors? And 
can it be supposed, that an infinite God would 
be guilty of a littleness of mind, of which man 
would be ashamed? Can the praise of a 
finite being, then, add to the glory of an in- 
finite being? Let common sense decide. 
We are sometimes tld, that though God 
foreknew all that would happen in the world, 
from the creation to the end of time, such 
knowledge does not interfere with man’s free 
wugency; or, in other words, that God did not 


predestinate man’s acts, and does not con-| 


trol them. But this is impossible. How does 
he foreknow the acts of an individual not yet 
in existence, but either from the manner in 
which he intends making that individual, or 
from the manner in which he intends to lead 
and to govern him ? 
of this dilemma you please, and God is stil 
responsible for the actions of man; and we 
challenge all the clergy in Christendom to 
point to any other manner by which God can 
fereknow man’s future acts and destiny, than 
by the means we have pointed out. 

Not only then does the doctrine of the fore- 
knowledge of God, if man is an accountable 
and fallen creature, exhibit a want of benevo 


° ~~ . { 
Jence in the character of the creator, in not 


changing his purpose when he foreknew the 
immeasurable amoynt of msery that would 
follow the creation of man, but it renders that 
God horribly unjust for puaishing acts which 
he willed beforehand, and, in fact, compelled 
the commission of Hence itis plain, that had 
an all-wise, all-merciful and onmipotent God 


- 


created man, man either could not have fillen 


pe — a ee 
from his original estate, or could not be held 
accountable for the fall. 

I may add something further upon this sub- 


ject at a future time. ALPHA. 


To the Editors of the Western Examiner: 


(iENTLEMEN,—-If you think the following 
communication, copied from the ** Crisis,’’ 
(London,) worthy a place in your paper, 
please insert it. cd 








But what is meant by glory, as | 


Who is 


Take whichsoever horn | 


CO-OPERATION PUT TO THE TEST. 
‘0 the Editor of the Crists: 

Sin,—On the Sth inst. the Manchester and 
Salford Community Company sent off a nuin- 
ber of members, amounting to twenty three, 
of ‘both sexes, to Cincinnati, or its neighbor- 
hood, in the U. States, i order to purchase an 
‘eligible piece of land, whereon to try the prin- 
ciple of mutual co-operation, on something 
like the Owenian plan. 

To communicate to you the plans, schemes 
and efforts, of these honest, industrious, and 
‘persevering men, in order to attain the object 
for which their society was established, would 
ltake up too much of your valuable paper. 
| Suffice it, thatI have watched the progress of 
this society for the last twelve or cighteen 
months, working like bees fur one comimon 
stock, and although the amount ofsubscriptions 
was but sinall, when the secretary has announ- 
ced to them an increase, monthly, the aie 
nouncement has Leen received with that pleas 
sure which has been a stimulus to further 
exertions; and thus, at last, the period has 
‘arrived when the object for which the society 


- ._—— 


| 
! 


| was instituted, will be put into practice. 

I saw them leave the pier head of Liverpool 
without a murmur or a sigh at leaving a coun- 
trv that had given them birth, and a circle of 
relations and friends which must ever be dear 
tothem. Surely men thus determined, must 
be actuated by strong feelings of disgust at 
society as it is at present constituted, to fo ego 
the ties of nature, and resolve to seek a happy 
retreat in a foreign clime. 

With every wish for their welfare, Tam, &c. 
&e. J. H.W. 

Manchester, April 21st, 1824. 











/Turrp Triat or Apner Knxeetanpb ron Bras- 
PHEMY. 

From the Reston Investigator of Nor, 21st. 

“Tus ComuonweaLttn vs. ApNER KNEE 
Land.—The Jury to whom this case vas com- 
titted yesterday at LL o’clock, Av ML, after 
i being outsbout seven hours, caine tate Court, 
i declaring their inability to agree Ga a verdict, 
tand were discharged. The case & coutinued 
ito the Slarch term.” 
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eprom eee PN an rere eee ~-. 
A SECOND Vv OLY ME. 1A Mr. Di umrund, a rich London banker, is 


! understood to have pledged the entire amount 

of his income, £309,000 per annum, to the 
interests of the society! What species of 
berm will not the Christian supersution give 
‘ise to? 




















The publication of the second volume of the 
Western Examiner, wi!! be commenced on, o: 
about, the first of uext mouth, and persue 
weekly, on a sheet of the size and quality o 
the present. ‘Teaus—'l'wo Dollars peraunum | 
in advance, or ‘I'wo Dollars and Fifty Cents | ic Semimnary—anotner Marion CoLitecs 


at the termination of three months. Smal] SCHEME, 
notes 0 solvent banks received at par, when | (From the Boston Trumpet.) 
the remittance is less than 5. Snowers or Money.—Dr. Beecher, {as we 


We wool! respecttully s-licit the friends of | | fused to call him in Boston,) or President 
liberal prince iples to accept the Qvency of the Beecher, (as he is called in the W est, ) has 
Westera Examiser, and aid us in procuring | | rece intly been on a visit to New Engl: ind to 





subscribers, I Parse Mane V for the benefit of Lane § Seminacy, 
jof which he is principal. He wanted in the 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. pa snip about thirty seren naga di allare, ns 
‘ 4 ° ay a st SJ; Ke or i ia U !. Si 
Marmas acatx.— This Prophet, impos. | low 2 Ist, ede ~~ for a chape Such 
tor, or whatnot, was yesterday egain brougin beggar rs ought t> be a lite more economical 
~ re? | iti i. ed ‘ +) - 
before the C ourt of Sessions, te hear the de- v we - + Sp s Ie 2.0) i re chapel, 2d. He 
cision of the Court relative te the mention of | MBs £15,000 poll P rofessor-hip; aud 3d. 
ate) Wee eae far diamine the cane ‘Me wanted SI10,C000 for a Library. The 
Fi ome Sete eS 4 2a WB Osde VIII SLI «as e, wi 


Vector probably raised the most of this moe 
neyin New England, and has carried it off 
with him te the West. About rorty drove 
saxnp pouLaRs!! Let the reader peruse the 
following paragraph from the orthodox pae 
ipers, written by a gentleman in the city of 
New York. Liere it is confessed he raised in 


Six Aldermen, besides the Cant { (the Recor- 
der and Ald. C ornell and Fe ris, ) ) were on the 
bench, and coincided in the ‘elaborate opinion | 
read by the Recorder, that a nolle prosegui 
shieuld be entered i the case. ‘Phe prisoner 


was accoidingly released from the indictinent, 


and given int custody to be taken to Westches- Max” rt time &% ooo 
ter, where he is to be tried on a ch: inge of} ‘ “a exec "li , 
eifecting the death of Pierson by poison.”—WN. | se pudlicly etated in this city last Babe 


Y. paper. hath, that when he left Cinciunat: for New 
England, Lane Seminary was greatly in need, 

A New Pinm—Jesus Christ & Co.—Dr. Ely | Ist, of $12. C00 furu Cha pel....2d, 10 OO” for 
tells us of a man in Boston, Mr. N. R. Cobb, | a Lidrar y..wand od, $15,6 QO. fora Professere 
aimerchant, who, on commencing business, ship . Por the Chapel he eaid the y ha d dared 
* entered sulenn nly i into part ner. hip with Jesus | to look to Gud and to Boston. For the Librae 
Christ,” on condition that if the Deity would | ry to God and to New York. And for the 
make his business profitable, so that he should Professorship they Jooked {3-tr. Before 
make ac’ ar gain of $20,009, he would there-! be loft Boston the money fer the Chapel had 
afer give U3 he . 1.0 ‘d one h ft th ® nett profits ; heen rise d. Moreover, just as he Was Ie uring 
if he should make 333,00), he would divide the City, a friend took him aside, and after 


, m he +} snes epee ae os - , 

three fourths to the Lord, and all «hich he | some inquires 7y dedged bin helfy the sum mee 
——- P seanee - ahac.an 2: ay » val P ‘ nih - ae 
gained over and above tl EG rican be cess A for the Profess Ons hip, provid i the 


wholly the Lord’s, ‘The firm P mroved a profit (other balf sfiould be raised within four weeks. 
able one, and ia consideration the alt he pune-) He next visited Worcester, when he spread 
tually paid over to the Bt cignarical (! ithe case before a wealthy fiuity.. ‘and they 
Lord's share of the spoils, as per ; yirerernt '!) sledzed hin 24,00) inare. a was the 
Quere. Under what name did Saint Cebb | second shower. In Uarifard afier three ds isa 
@s business ? fll ihe thir ishower, which filled tie inevasure 
Procasss or Crawstiaxity mm Cura.— with the $15,000 for the Professership. ‘The 
 Althoagh i: isnew three hundred vears since | zoo Doctor seemed ete afiecled with the 
the missiana ies of the different orders enter aj been Dene fice ice Hi: send it 1” thie CSC ‘showers.? 
ed China, with a view of inaking proselytes, | AN that Was HOW w ariinng was the Library. , 
there is net, at this time, 2 single native Chi-| We do not particularly O Jeet tint orthodox 


>. Des eid : . a Wople should vive thei money to these pure 
nese, that has the learnt knowledve of thie } pret c Ss tev mid wy i ij e pur 


) the 


hel et . oy male a i poses, if they see fit te de so with » didi ane 
Christian religion.” — Bost. Jour. | Pos De! , ym )s jw j 
sofect aMPrehclipite? Of tie ease. 3 6ee *ho 

’ ey . 2 : Wy et ; fh. 
Favt NGISMM. —’} he Try INSIICS, it is Said. are aPC Weultu’, CSPLOKIIIY, Hoy do iin ; und 


spring fog ap with their ** un uknown tomsues” be] there are uigy of thom whe by eded fortune, 


_ : y ° 
‘ axe yey? ~f mr ‘ rect ecccanl t-2 444 , -4 we. be b-a*e : ee bys 
alinost zg cvery part Aad sith ares | Assia et Ui.dct IG. Shire Wa Cestcwiru iO, ‘ ¢>223 ytagy + 3 » ured 
. 
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amassed vast sums of money. But we > object | 
to imposing on other people, the poor, the 
unwary. ‘They have diificulty to obtain the | 
necessaries of life, and their hard earned pit: | 
tance should not be taken frdm them for such | 
objects. 

Aguin, it seems to us impious, that all these 
schemes and measures should be ascribed to 
God. If a beggar goes out, he declares he 
goes tol eg for God. 
togiveto God. They are told the property 
is God’s, and God calls for a portion of his 
own. If this does not bring the money, the 


beggar threatens the withholder with the end- | 
So it is said in 


less wrath and curse of God. 
the extract above, that for the £12.0C0 to 
build a chapel, Dr. Beecher looked to God 
and to Boston. For the Library, to God and 
New York.* When the people give money, 
they are told they give.it to God’s agents, to | 
te deposited in the Lord’s treasury. Now 
plainly, is not this a species of irreverance ? | 
{s it not using the name of God in a trivial) 
and improper manner? We lelieve God has} 
not sent these men in the sense in which the 


expression is generally used....that they run) 


of their own accord; and we beiieve further- 
more, that they use the name of God thus ir- 
reverently, that they may the more effectually 
sponge money from the people. 


We caution all people to be on their guard | 


against these deceivers. 
money for the use of the institution of which! 
he is President, and for ner no other use. He 


wished to render his own living more perma-- 


nent.. .to increase the power of Lane Semi a- 
ry...and to strengthen the probabiliry Pa an | 
increase of his own pay. Let him say so 
honestly, and not put forth the saeniiats “that 
he is begging for Go|. 





“We wonder if the Doctor was acting in his dirine 


capacity, when he recently entered a barber's shop in | 


Columbus, Ohio, and forcibly took therefrom, notwith- 
ptanding the remonstrances of the owner, 2 political 
caricature, alleging as a reason that it was iudccent!— | 
otherwise, offensive to his reverendship. ‘These self- 
gyppotuted agents of the Lord, step at nothing, however 
men and contemptible, when opportunities present, to 
g atify their prejudie es and passions. A pretty eet of 
Wortbies to he placed at the head of our hierary insti- | 
tutions! ~Eps. Wusr. Ex. 
eee 


1. YCEUMS. 


Natvrat Screncre rn Scroore.—So much | 


interest has been excited in the Baltimore | 
Teachers’ Lyceum, on the subject of introdu- | 


cing the scicnees into common schools, and 


by that means making better readers, writers, | 


geographers, &c., without any additional time 
or money devoted to their education, as to cal! 


forth a spirited discussion for three successive | to purchase 


The people are invited 


Dr. Beecher wanted | 


ei ST ESE SID 
‘meetings. The discussion will be continued 
at the meeting on Saturday evening next, and 
will be carried on by able debaters. 
Every Cuiip Eoucateo.—At the Teachers’ 
Lyceum on Saturday evening last, it’ was re- 
‘solved, that the society will take immediate 
‘measures to ascertain the number of children 
in the city of Baltimore who do not attend 
school, to use all proper means to biing EVERY 
cuttp within the pale of instruction. Let 
such a resolution and such measures be taken 
in every city and every county of the Union, 
and we shall soon have an educated nation, 
and a Repusuic established on a foundation 
ax strong and durable as the everlasting 
hills. —Balt. Daily Intel. 


A SHORT SERMON. 

The following pithy sermon, from a pithy 
text, has been published in England, and has 
met witha avery extensive circulavion in that 
country. 
| “Be sober, grave, tenperate,”--Titus, ii. 2. 
| l. ‘There are three companions with Whom 
you should always keep on good terms, 

Ist. Your Wife. 21, Your Stomach. 3d. 
Your Conscience. 

If. If vou wish to enjoy peace, long life, 
& happiness, preserve then by ‘Temperance: 
| fate mperance produces. 

Ist. Domestic Misery. 2d. 
Death. 3d. Matrimonial Infidelity. 





Premature 


| "To make these three po.uts clear 1 refer 
you. 

Inst. To the Newgate Calendar, the Old 
Baily Chronicle, and the Police Repo/ts, 

2d. To the hospitals, lunatic asylums, and 
'workhouses, and 

3d. To the past experience of what you 
i have seen, read and suilered, in mind, body, 
| and estute. 


} 





READER DECIDE! 


' 


Which will you choose—Temperance, wiih 
happiness and long life, or eaabengpe rance, with 
misery and premature death? 





The elephani attached to a managerie, at 
| Cove ntry, Indiana, killed a man instantanious- 
ily, for having several times offered it tobacco. 
| He had been warned by the keepers to desist, 
t but he did not regard their atlmonitions. 
| COOTER ARTS ODE CRN RED CRUE 


ee eee see 


3° Just received and for sale, at the office of the 
Western Examiner, a general assortment of 
LIBERAL BOOKS, 


| Comprising works of ‘laylor, Voltaire, D' Holbach, 


| Palmer, Volney, Paine, Lawrence, She!! ty, Dr. Cooper, 
Owen, Wright, K iowlton, Kneeland, and many others 
—all to be sold at eastern prices. Those whe may wish 
would do well to apply soon. 


iq 
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